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Guidelines for Patient Partner Compensation 

 
The purpose of these guidelines is to support the contribution of patients in research, 
governance and other activities as a member of CHILD-BRIGHT. ‘Patient partners’ includes 
both patients (youth and young adults with disabilities) and caregivers who are involved. 
 
Patient partners involved in CHILD-BRIGHT network activities will be offered an honorarium in 
recognition for their contribution. Suggested honoraria are described in Table 1. The amounts 
reflect the estimated level of engagement required for these different activities.  
 
Honoraria are paid twice yearly, mid-way through and at the end of each fiscal year. Patient 
partners may refuse to accept an honorarium or choose to offer it for donation without it 
impacting their ability to participate in network activities. 
 
Note: Patient partners should be advised that many forms of compensation received through 
their participation in a research project or related activity are subject to relevant tax laws and 
regulations issued by the Canada Revenue Agency and the patient partner’s home province.  
While research leads should inform patients when a compensation option has the potential to 
impact a patient’s financial situation, it is the responsibility of the patient to determine 
whether that option is the right fit for them. 
 
Table 1 

Level of Engagement Example of Network 
Activity 

Suggested 
Honorarium Commitment Responsibility Scope 

Availability by email; 
willing and able to 
participate in a few 
meetings by phone or 
in person 

Contributes advice 
and feedback for 
decision making by 
research team 

Assigned to a 
specific 
research 
project 

Representative on a 
research project 

$500.00 
per year 

Commitment to a 
committee (includes 
meetings, follow-up 
actions, etc.) 

Participates in 
decision making by 
providing options 
and 
recommendations 

Activity has a 
network wide 
mandate 

Member of CHILD-
BRIGHT Training or KT 
committee, Citizen 
Engagement Council or 
Citizen Engagement 
workgroup 

$1,000.00 
per year 

Contributing member 
in a governing 
committee (includes 
meetings, follow-up 
actions, etc.) 

Has joint 
responsibility for 
decision making and 
mobilizing; Initiates 
and leads activities 

Activity has a 
governing 
mandate for 
the network 

Member of CHILD-
BRIGHT network 
steering committee and 
or Executive Committee 

$1,500.00 
per year 
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Research leaders and committee chairs should provide a best estimate of time and effort 
required specific to the project or committee, clarify expectations of attendance and 
contribution, and communicate honorarium and financial considerations in advance of the 
activity, so that patient partners can make an informed choice. 
 
Travel expenses that are reasonable and necessary for participation in CHILD-BRIGHT network 
activities will be covered in line with the reimbursement policies of the host institution for the 
project or program administering the patient/parent partner’s activities. 
 


